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Preamble

· Because of their geographical constraints, islands often come up with innovative solutions and public initiatives that can then be adapted to other rural areas or even urban areas.
· The islands’ potential for innovation are directly related to the possibility of greater control by local authorities and local communities. This is in line with the EU vision of greater grassroot involvement and application of the principle of subsidiarity as expressed in the recently published charter for multi level governance which places a greater emphasis on local agents in the democratic process. 

· The advantages of islands are that implementation of policies can be monitored far more easily than on other rural areas: you can immediately see the impact of any shortfall and it is easier then to change and adapt policies to fit the needs. 

· Islands often act as the guardians of their natural and cultural environment, not for themselves, but to preserve the common heritage of Europe. It is all the more important that they can develop in a way that allows their population to remain stable, so that islanders can continue to live and work where they belong. 
· In many respects, islands are especially suited to the demonstration of sustainable and integrated solutions, especially regarding waste, the environment, energy, transport, baseline services and cultural products. 
· Islands can act as demonstration models which can help identify for the Community as a whole innovative and best practice approaches for sustainable and integrated rural development.

Conclusion
· ESIN will therefore work pro-actively to secure the funding instruments for EU countries with Small Islands to actively promote and foster entrepreneurship and innovative development as a focus for growth. 

· In order to do so, ESIN will seek the support of EU institutions and national governments to undertake a transnational cooperation project on this important theme. 
· By addressing key issues of population retention, economic growth and sustainable rural development, this Small islands project will be aligned to the Horizon 2020 goals. 
