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          March 7th 2013
To the ESIN board

ESIN initiatives on agriculture

ESIN should in different ways promote activities in traditional sustainable areal activities such as fishery and farming. These professions have generally poor economy due to the usual small islands situation, including transportation difficulties, poor land condition, competition of land usage, access to local fishing, education in traditional skills, lack of young entrepreneurs etc. The list can be made longer.

One of ESIN´s obligations is to inspire small islands communities by exchange of experience and knowledge between islanders. ESIN shall also try to reach the EU institutions and inform them on the situation for the small islands. Both fishery and farming are very much EU responsibilities in budget and legislation matters.

In this work we need try to find friends and associates to help us to promote our interests. We know that we have many friends who want to see livelihood and activity on the small islands. They also want to see the traditional landscape and culture managed. Fishing and agriculture are vital activities 12 months a year.   

Anna-Karin Utbult Almkvist from Sweden, representing the Swedish Archipelago Association was invited by the Swedish Rural Network to represent Sweden in a focus-group with the European Network for Rural Development (ENRD). The theme was on delivery of environmental services within the agricultural policy. This group has published a report: http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/themes/environment/environmental-services/en/environmental-services_en.cfm

But the more important result was the very positive interest Anna-Karin got to continue to cooperate with the small islands. She got two concrete proposals for further cooperation:

1.  The DG AGRI Agricultural Advisory Groups :
NGO:s are invited to participate in an advisory group. We can ask for this via a registration system to DG AGRI. Only one access per organization has been granted. A provisional calendar for meetings of the Advisory Groups is sent to all the organization for each quarter.  

The Commission sets out rules for the composition of and the participation in Advisory Groups. Unfortunately the decision does not allow for an increase in the number of experts in the advisory groups at the moment. However, it could be possible for ESIN to request a post of observer. There is a website with more information. http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/consultations/advisory-groups/index_en.htm 
Anna-Karin got all information above after talking to Daniela Terrile at her office after one of the meetings, European Commission, Directorate General for Agriculture and Rural Development, Unit K.3 – Relations with other European Institutions and agricultural NGOs - Coordination of contact with EESC and CoR.  

2.  Europeam Forum on Nature Conservation and Pastoralism.
From the EFNCP website you can read that they are a network focusing on the maintenance of low-intensity livestock farming. This type of farming is widespread on less productive land in many European countries, typically using semi-natural pastures and meadows. It is the most important farming for conserving biodiversity across Europe, and for other environmental services. Low-intensity livestock farming, and other types of "High Nature Value" farming face socio-economic decline throughout Europe. 
The network is positioned to provide a link between local projects involving low-intensity farming, and policy-making processes at national and EU levels.

Core funding of EFNCP has been received from the European Commission Life+ NGO Support grant scheme. More info on their website http://www.efncp.org
The person Anna-Karin got contact with within EFNCP is Nathanael Page from UK.

Proposal

I believe that we shall move forward on the agricultural issues. I suggest that ESIN pick up the two different contacts, one with the Commission and one NGO. Anna-Karin can use her established contacts and find out more about conditions, costs, opportunities, etc. Then she will report back to the board for further decisions.

Bengt Almkvist       
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