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March 1st 2016
Institute of Political Sciences, Polish Academy of Science (IPS PAS), Warsaw

Ryszard Żelichowski

politic@isppan.waw.pl
Dear mr Ryszard Żelichowski

Thank you for your letter dated September 4th 2014 with a formal request for admittance of the Institute of Political Sciences, Polish Academy of Science in Warsaw

to the European Small Islands Federation.
I am sorry for the delay in our answer to your request. It was discussed after the ESIN annual meeting in September 2015. The board decided to dismiss the application as we do not feel these islands suffer from insularity like the islands in our federation. Also the applicant is not a local community organization working for an island community, but an academic institution. 

ESIN is representing the many inhabited small islands in Europe, not having the formal status of a region. This means that the ESIN islands have less administrative and economic power themselves than “region islands”. The specific needs are therefore stronger. The aim for ESIN is to give the smaller islands a voice in the European community and to support exchange of experience between islands in similar situation. 

The identity of the ESIN is therefore limiting our members to smaller islands, not being administrative region in themselves.  

Yours sincerely

Bengt Almkvist

ESIN president 
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